Peak Tour 2026

By Paul Hunnisett

Thisyear, numbers were a little lower, possibly the effect of too much Mediterranean
weather (!) meaning twenty-one riders set off singly and several casual groups, from The
Great British Car Journey Museum.

Being one of the “ new normal” heatwave days the East Midlands Centre thoughtfully
provided a bottle of water for each rider, prior to setting them off on a carefully planned and
well-marked route. Shortly after leaving the A6 a little respite from a blazing sun was found on
a beautiful, shady lane ascending through the woods. The journey continued, mostly on quiet
small roads, treating our riders to outstanding views whilst frequent tree lined sections
provided more welcome shade. Thirty miles disappeared beneath our wheels all too quickly,
despite scenery gazing progress and following a water stop, gratefully hidden from solar rays,
we arrived at Surprise View. And what a view it was over the Hope valley!




The route took us through Derbyshire’s Hathersage, Hope and Castleton villages, passing
beautiful vistas dotted with tempting looking outlets and their offers of luxury coffee & home
baking. “To ride on or continually interrupt the joy of Velocetting in the sunshine?”

We had a clear run up the stunning Winnats pass with the Hall Green machines, plus
companions, pounding along, mostly in second gear. After more scenic miles, we arrived at
Grindleford station cafe for the official lunch stop.

Engines remained resting & silent whilst the untroubled back-up team collected all the route
signs and rejoined us, then the Velocettes were moving once again through the Derbyshire’s
finest countryside. Next human fuelling station, the tea shop at Wetton Mill.

——

Our route took us on a lane even smaller lane than the country roads we had acclimatised to,
this leading to another spectacular view at Longstone edge before eventually reaching
Hulme End. Here was our entry to the Manifold Valley. This miniature highway uses some of
the track-bed of the long-closed Leek and Manifold Valley narrow gauge railway including a
surprise section through a tunnel, a real contrast in atmosphere, where the staccato exhaust
beats echoed loudly off the walls. On reaching Wetton Mill drinks, cakes, ice cream
accompanied the conversations about a perfect day shared. Twenty one contented 2026
Peak Tour motorcyclists headed for the road home. See you next year?



